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E E P 0 E T . ; .• 

OP THE 

EEGISIEAE OF EEIENDLT SOCIETIES. IN lEELAND 

For the Year ending 31 December 1874. 

(Pursuant to 18 8f 19 Viet. c. 63 , s, 45 .) • , 




The Registrar has certified during the past year the rules of the following 
societies : — 

St. Finn Barr’s Roman Catholic Mutual Benefit Society, meeting at the Confra- 
ternity Rooms adjoining St. Finn Bari*’s Church, Church-street, Cork, 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Mutual Benefit Society, at the Library, St Patrick’s 
Church, Lower danmire-road, Cork. 

The Dublin Fishing Smack Insurance Society, at 1, Irislitown-roacl, Dublin. — 
Certified by authorisation of the Home Secretary. 

Flower of Eblana Friendly Society, at 10, Cork-liill, Dublin. 

St Bridget’s Tontine Society, at 14, Wdlington-street, Kingstown. 

County of Kilkenny Operative Bakers, at King-street, Kilkenny. 

Longford Operative Bakers, at Ballymahon, county Longford. 

Portadown Tenters’ and Dressers’ Society, at Victoria Hall, Portadown. 

Passage "West Mutual Benefit Society, Schoolrooms, Passage West, county of 
Coih. 

Court Willbrook Foresters’ Society, VVillbrook Tavern, Rathfiivnham, county 
Dublin. 

Sanctuary Industry Shepherds’ Society, Forester.?’ Hall, Cufie-lanc, Dublin. 

Wolfe Tone Society, 35, Lower Gloucestcr-strcet, Dublin. 

New St. Patrick’s Teetotal Benefit Mortality Society, Lancastevlan Schools, 
School-street, Wexford. 

He has also certified 37 amendments to rules of benefit societies ; 74 notices 
of the appointment of trustees, and 29 notices of change in places of meeting ' 
have been recorded, and 12 treasurers’ bonds and two secretaries’ bonds have 
been received. 

Court Home Rule Foresters’ Society, meeting at 105, Thomas-stvoct, Dublin, was 
dissolved, and notice inserted in the “ Dublin Gazette.” 

The Registrar has also received notice of the illegal dissolution of the foU • 
lowing Societies : — 

The Drogheda Baker.?' or St. Aunc’s Society, meeting at Fair-street, Drogheda. 
The Camden Tontine Society, at 3, York-sti*eet, Dublin. 
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report of the registrar of 



The Clonmel' and Carriek-on-Suir Boatmen’s Mortality Society, at Blue Ancher- 
lane, Clonmel. 

The Ulster Warp and Weft Benevolent Society, at 65, Academy-street, Belfast 

• The following Societies have deposited rules under the 44tii section of 18 
& 19 Viet. c. 63 : — 

The Strawberry Beds Brass Band, county of Dublin. 

The Eblana Loan Fund (revised rules). 

The Cork Mutual Provident Loan Society (revised rules). 

Two Societies have been’ certified under the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Acts, 1865, viz. 

The Achill Co-onei*ative Society, Limited, meeting at the Colony ofBugort, 
Island of Aohill, county Mayo. ’ 

The Stranocum Supply Association, Limited, at Stranocum, county of Antrim. 

Amendments of the rules of one Annuity Society and of four Loan Societies, 
have also been certified. 

Since the passing of the Building Societies Act, 18/4 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), 
the Registrar has sent circulars to the several clerks of the Peace in Ireland, 
calling their attention to the provisions of that Statute, and requesting them to 
transmit to him all enrolled transcripts of the rules of Building Societies in 
their custody. He has received enrolled rules from the clerks of the peace for 
the city of Dublin, county of Dublin, and county of Antrim, and the county 
and city of Londonderry. The clerk of the peace of the city of Cork has sent 
him some printed copies of rules, none of which seem to have been enrolled. 
During the year 1874. three Building Societies obtained (Jerlificates of Incor- 
poration under the Act, and seven others have since applied for and obtained 
certificates. 

The following Building Societies still remain unincorporated : — 

The Belfast Imperial Permanent. 

The Belfast Ulster Equitable. 

'file Dublin Building Association. 

Annual returns have been received from 312 Societies giving benefit in 
Sickness and for Burial ; these returns give the total number of members on 
31st December 1874 as 35,400. The total receipts for the year, 45,390/.; 
payments in sickness, 6,072/., and payments at death, 0,703/.; the expenses 
of management, 6,523/., the amount divided among the members at Christmas, 
13,126/., and the balance to credit uf the societies on 31st December 1874, 
21,114/, Thirty-one Loan Fund Societies have also made returns, showing 
total number of members, 2,976, with total capital of 56,060/. 1 he income 
for the year, 7,300/.; expenses of management, 1,114/. The total amounts 
lent out during the year, 120,952 /., and interest on capital paid to members, 
5,333/. 5 the balance to credit of the Societies on 31st December, 49,708/. 

The Irish Industrial Loan Fund Society has been broken up, and the Dublin 
Mercantile Loan Fund Society is being wound up in the Court of Chancery. 

Eight annuity societies have also made returns. They contain 539 members 
with a capital of 159, 163 /. ; yearly income, 11,094/.; number of annuitants, 
393; amount paid to annuitants, 9,263/.; expenses of management, 615/.; 
and cash balance in hands on 31st December (exclusive of capital), 1,376 /• 

* The Ossory Clergy Widows’ Societ)'^ and the Wesleyan Methodist Preachers 

and Widows* Society of Dublin, have neglected to make any return. 

Thirteen building societies have made returns. The accounts of these 
Societies are not kept by any uniform system, and it is not posrible to 
total results. Some of the societies do not separate their payments 
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of capital from those which are annual inoome> and the Registrar, },s,,taerefore 
obiiged to set out the detaiis of the returhs as follows ; - - , . 



NAME 

OT 

SOCIETY. 


Number 

of 

Members. 


Total 

Capital. 


Income 
in 1874. 


Ex]iense 

of 

Manage- 

ment. 


Total Sum 
now due 

Mortgages. 


Interest 
Paid to 
Metftbeis. 


Cash 

Balance in 
hand. 






£. 


£. 


£■ 


£. 


' £. 


£. 


Belfast Equitable - 


030 


78,614 


7,386 


530 


67,236 


2,001 


4,606 


Belfast Ecoaomie - 


245 


17,108 


1,173 


103 


18,467 


922 


- 


Belfast Imperial • 


S59 


28,096 


2,246 


351 


29,013 


1,152 


141 


Belfast IfnionJ - 


134 


10,830 




* 


111,809 


3,375 


729 


Cork and South of Ireland - 


* 


43,282 


3,146 


769 


45,390 


1,692 


538 


Coleraine • • » - - 


108 1 


6,309 


378 


31 


6,755 


271 


207 


Irish Civil Service - . - 


» 


135,000 


* 


1,587 


* 


9,626 


- 


Dublin Building Association 


65 


* 


* 


76 


* 


* 


267 


Irish Industrial - - - - 


100 


1,810 


121 


41 


1,356 


79 


267 


Kingstown Tradesmen 


30 


566 


126 


19 


650 


7 


- ■ 


Kingstown, St. Michael’s . • 


* 


7,316 


1,240 


201 


11,010 


641 


49.7 


Londonderry Terminable - 


101 


1,165 


* 


61 


1,129 


« 


198 


Working Man’s - 


157 


2,082 


201 


41 


2,02i 


138 


21 



* Not stated in Retura. 



Returns have also been received from six , industrial and provident (co- 
operative) societies, having 600 members, a share capital of 1,596 and a loan 
capital of 470 L T^e total receipts in 1874 were 1,745 1 . ; cash paid for goods, 
15,720 1 . ; expenses of management, 976 1. ; value of buildings, &c. 666 I, and 
disposable net profit, 811 1. 

The St. Simon Stock Provident Society, registered under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Acts, has also made a return showing 220 members, and a 
capital of 5,741 and total loans for the year 11,197 /. The return does not 
state what interest was paid to the shareholders. 

The rules of the Belfast Flax Dressers’ Benevolent and Burial Society provided 
for payments to members when out of employment where same was not caused 
by their own wilful act. The rate of wages was lowered by the employers, and 
there was a strike in the trade. The society commenced paying “unemployed 
money” to the members, and a complaint was made to the Registrar, and he 
wrote, pointing out the illegality of the proceeding, but the society continued 
to make the payments; and it appears from the annual return that a sum of 
457/. 13 5. 11 d. was paid for “idle members’ relief money” ; 24 1. 10 s. “to 
members out of benefit, or not come to benefit ” : and 100 1. “ to relieve distress 
of our fellow workers during the lock-out,” in all 582 L 3 s. 11 <f. 

The Registrar has received a copy of the annual statement of the Royal 
Liver Society, which does not give any separate account for its Irish branch, 
and he has therefore been unable to include it in the foregoing digest of returns. 
It does not contain the slightest allusion to its amalgamation with the hoyal 
Irish Legal Burial Society of Belfast mentioned by the Registrar in his Report 
for 1873. The total receipts for the year 1874 are stated to have been 
219,747 I 145. and the expenses of management 81,738/. -s. 4d. The 
return does not state the number of members in the society, nor the total 
amount of the liability of the society to its members, but the accumulated assets 
are stated to be 417,0 \IL 4s. 9 d. If the absorption of the Loyal Irish Le^al 
Burial Society, containing nearly 9,000 members, by the Royal Liver Society, 
were not worthy of mention in this Annual Statement, the inference is that 
the Society must contain many thousands of members, and that the total accu- 
mulated capital of 417,0! I /. 4 5. 9 d. does not represent a very large sum per 
member. * 

The United Assurance Societ}' (formerly St. Patrick’s of Liverpool), havintr 
its Irish braiicli at 8C. Talbot-street, Dublin, has not made any r«tio n, a'lthou'di 

specially 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT; -FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, IRELAND. 

4 

.neciaRy appUed to by the Registrar. This SMiety appointed new trustees .in 
1874 for its Irish funds, but the Registrar declined to record the appointment 
of one of these trustees on the ground that he was resident in England, and no 
communication has since been received from the Society. 

It is obviously essential that persons resident in Ireland, having claims on the 
Irish branch of a Society whose head-quarters is in England, should have 
responsible trustees, resident in Ireland, against whom prooeedihgs Could be 
taken in case of non-payment, and & fortiori in a collecting society, where many 

of the members are of the poorest class. u • i . 

The Registrar has been sent a, circular purporting to be issued by the 
Prudential Assurance Company (a Society registered in England under the 
Friendly Societies Acts, hut not registered in Ireland), which states that the 
Society has branches in Ireland, and has over three millions ofmembers. No 
application has been made to the Registrar to certify any branch of this Society 
in Ireland and he has not received any return from the Society. 

The Registrar is glad to call attention to the passing of the new- Act fur the 
registration of Friendly Societies, and confidently expects that the improved 
nrocedure under this Act will better enable members to exercise control among 
themselves over Societies which have hitherto been practically uncontroM, 
and that the consolidation of the three offices under one registrar will ensure 
uniformity of practice, and greatly extend the usefulness of the department. 



29 July 1875. 



(signed) Edward L. Griffin, 

The Registrar of Friendly Societies in Ireland, 
9, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin. 
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